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THE L. M.A.A. SMALL CLAIMS PROCEDURE
1989

INTRODUCTION

These provisions shall be known as the LM.AA Small Claims
Procedure 1988 (“the Small Claims Procedure”).

. APPOINTMENT OF ARBITRATOR

If & dispute has arisen and the parlies have agreed that it should be
referred to arbitration under the Small Claims Frocedure, then, unless a
sole arbitrator has already been agreed on, either party may starn the
arbitration by giving notice to the other requiring him to join in appointing
a sole arbitrator. If within fourteen days the parties have agreed on a sole
arbitrator and the intended arbitrator has accepted the appointment, the
Claimant shall within a further fourteen days send to the Respondent
(with copies o the arbitrator) a letter of claim accompanied by copies of
all relevan! documents and shall further send to the arbitralor a
remittance in his favour for the fixed fee of E600.

If the parties have not within fourleen days agreed on a sole arbitrator,
either party may apply in writing 1o the Honorary Secretary, London
Maritime Arbitrators Association, 30-32 St. Mary Axe, London EC3ABET,
for the appointment of a sole arbitrator by the President. Such application
shall be copied to the other party and shall be accompanied by a copy of
the letter of claim together with copies of all relevant documents and a
remittance for £700 in favour of the L.M.A.A. The President, having con-
sidered the nature of the dispute, shall appoint an appropriate arbitrator
and shall give notice to the parties. The L.M.A.A. shall send to the arbitra-
tor the letter of claim and the documents together with the fixed fee of
£600, and shall retain the balance in respect of administrative expenses

. THE ARBITRATOR'S FEE

The fixed fee of £600 includes the appoiniment fee, interlocutories, a
hearing not exceeding one day, the writing of the Award and the assess-
ment of costs (if any). It does not include expenses, such as the hire of an
arbitration room, which shail in the first instance be paid by the Claimant
on demand.
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If the case is settled amicably before a date for the hearing has been
fixed, the arbitrator may retain out of the fixed fee a sum sufficient to com-
pensate him for services thus far rendered and any balance shall be
repaid to the Claimant. If the case is settled after a date for the hearing
has been fixed, or, where the case is to proceed on documents and writ-
ten submissions only, after the arbitrator has received the documents and
submissions, the arbitrator may retain the fixed fee.

. RIGHT OF APPEAL EXCLUDED

The right of appeal to the Couris is excluded, and, immediately following
the appointment of the arbitrator, each party shall send to the arbitrator a
letter confirming that such right of appeal is excluded.

. PROCEDURE

A letter of defence and details of counterclaim (if any) accompanied in
each case by copies of all relevant documents shall be delivered to the
Claimant within twenty-eight days from the receipt of the letter of claim or
from the date of the appointment of the arbitrator, whichever shall be the
later.

Letter of reply and defence to counterclaim (if any) within a further twenty-
one days.

Where there is a counterclaim, letter of reply to defence to counterclaim
within a further fourieen days.

Mo extension to the above time limits will be granted unless application is
made before expiry of the existing time limit,

Copies of all the above letlers and documents shall be sent o the
arbitrator.

. DISCLOSURE OF DOCUMENTS

There shall be no Discovery, but, if in the opinion of the arbitrator a party
has failed to produce any relevani document(s), he may order the produc-
tion of such document(s) and may indicate to the party 1o whom the order
is directed that, if without adequate explanation he fails to produce the
document|(s), the arbitrator may proceed on the assumpfion that the
contents of that document(s) do not favour that party's case.

The expression “relevant documents” includes all documents relevani to
the dispute, whether or not favourable to the pary holding them. I
includes witness statements, expert's reports and the like on which he
intends o rely, but does not include documents which are not legally
disciosable.






